Human papillomavirus in the male patient.
Human papillomavirus is a double-stranded DNA virus associated with a broad spectrum of clinical states including condylomata acuminata, latent and subclinical infection (acetowhitening), Bowen's disease, and carcinoma of the penis and anus. The virus is transmitted by direct contact with site-subtype specificity; additional studies are needed to elucidate the exact transmissibility and disease course of HPV infection. The association of HPV-16 and HPV-18 with anogenital malignancy increases the importance of treating such infections and raises questions about the role of HPV in oncogenesis. Treatment modalities for HPV include cytotoxic agents, surgical excision, immunotherapy, and laser ablation. Success rates appear best for laser ablation of evident disease. No therapeutic modality appears superior for treating latent disease. The public health ramifications of HPV are vast and warrant investigation to further our scientific and clinical understanding of oncogenesis and its prevention.